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HISTORICAL OVERVIEW OF POLISH BORDER CHANGES:

1795 — 3rd and final partition of Poland; Poland ceases to exist as a nation.  Northern and western areas (Poznañ,
Kalisz, Warsaw, £om¿a, Bia³ystok) taken by Prussia; Eastern areas (Vilna, Grodno, Brest) taken by Russia;
Southern areas (Kielce, Radom, Lublin, Siedlce) becomes part of Austrian province of West Galicia. 

1807 — Napoleon defeats Prussia; establishes Grand Duchy of Warsaw from former Prussian territory.
1809 — Napoleon defeats Austria; West Galicia (includes most of future Kielce-Radom-Lublin-Siedlce gubernias)

becomes part of Napoleon's Duchy of Warsaw. 
1815 — Napoleon defeated at Waterloo; Congress of Vienna establishes “Kingdom of Poland” (aka “Congress

Poland” or “Russian Poland”) from former Duchy of Warsaw, as part of the Russian Empire;  Galicia
becomes part of Austro-Hungarian Empire;  Western provinces are retained by Prussia. 

1918 — End of WWI.  Poland reborn at Versailles, but only comprising 3/5ths the size of pre-partition Poland.
1945 — End of WWII.  Polish borders shift west:  loses territory to U.S.S.R., gains former German areas.
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CIVIL VITAL RECORDS:

Record-keeping in the Kingdom of Poland:

1808 — Civil vital registration begins in Grand Duchy of Warsaw.  Napoleonic format, Polish language.
People of all religions registered in the Roman Catholic civil registers.

1821 — Jews required to take surnames.
1826 — Separate civil registers maintained by each religious community (Roman Catholic, Jewish, Protestant...)
1868 — Records begin to be maintained in Russian language.
1918 — Polish language resumed for recordkeeping.
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An overview of Jewish vital records in Russian Poland1

Years 1808 - 1825 1826 - 1867 1868 - 1917 1918 - 1942

Where Recorded
Catholic Civil

Transcripts
Separate Jewish registers

Language Polish Russian Polish

Location of
Registers

Records older than 100 years are kept in regional
branches of the Polish State Archives.  Many of these
records have been microfilmed by the Mormons, usually
up to around 1865 or later for some towns.

Records less than 100 years old
are typically kept in each town's
Civil Records Office (Urz¹d
Stanu Cywilnego).

1 This chart applies only to records in localities within the semi-autonomous region under Russian rule known as the “Kingdom
of Poland” (Congress Poland, aka “Russian Poland”).  This area covered forms almost half of present-day Poland.  For other
localities which are now part of Poland (e.g. former parts of Galicia, Prussian Poland, Grodno Gubernia), the record format,
language, and periods covered are different.

http://baza.archiwa.gov.pl/sezam/sezam.php?l=en
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