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International Association of Jewish Genealogical Societies
Dear Synagogue Trustees,

The International Association of Jewish Genealogical Societies (IAJGS), in partnership with JewishGen, has launched the Worldwide Memorial Plaques Indexing Challenge. 
Since 2014, JewishGen, a non-profit organization, has added nearly 130,000 records from 200 Synagogues throughout the United States, Canada, Israel and Morocco, The records can be found for free at: http://www.jewishgen.org/databases/memorial/ 

We would like your permission to take pictures of any Memorial Plaques you might have. Then we will transcribe the information and publish it in our society website and in JewishGen, giving general information and full credit to the Synagogue. If you have a digital file with the names and details, a copy will be very helpful and save us a lot of work.

To give you a sense of why this project is so important, please consider:

1. Permanency.  JewishGen is the premier online resource for Jewish genealogy. Thousands of people search its collections every day, and this database will serve as a permanent repository for memorial records for current and future generations to use.

2. Genealogical Information. The plaques contain Hebrew patronymic names, the deceased and their father’s name; very important information to research ancestors.

3. It’s a Mitzvah.  Plain and simple, "Honor thy father and thy mother" (Exodus 20:12).
4. A Free Online Source for Yahrzeit Dates.  This database will make it easier for relatives to access Yahrzeit dates from any place in the world with an internet connection. JewishGen and our society, will never charge anyone to use this database.
5. Paper to Digital Conversion Assistance.  Once completed the transcription, we would be glad to give you a copy of the records, you can use to help find information on site.
6. Ownership of the Information & Privacy. JewishGen and our society use the information on a non-exclusive basis. The Synagogue maintain ownership of the data. No information of living relatives will be included.

If you agree, we would like to visit the synagogue on [DATE] to take the pictures.

Our interest is to provide useful information to those seeking their Jewish ancestors. Please help the Memorial Plaques Indexing Challenge collect and preserve this invaluable data.
Thank you in advance for your consideration. We look forward to hearing from you.

[Name(s) of person(s) making the request]
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[Name of Organization being represented – e.g. JGS of Long Island]

[Website of organization]

PO Box 3624 | Cherry Hill, New Jersey 08034 | +1(650) 434-2547 | iajgs.org 
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